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The word universe means everything that exists. 

The french form, “Univers”, was used by the Swiss 

typographer Adrian Frutiger to name a typeface 

released in 1957, the same year as Helvetica. 

Both typefaces are representative of the modernist 

ideals of simplicity and universality. Those principles 

were questioned in the last decades in a world 

transformed by globalization processes and currents 

of thought that privileged complexity and diversity.  

The understanding of the Universe in Physics was 

radically changed by the discoveries of astronomer 

Edwin Hubble. In 1929, he observed that the galaxies 

are moving away from each other, concluding that 

the Universe is in constant expansion. The model 

that explains this movement is known as Big Bang: 

an explosion that precipitated the extremely 

dense matter of a timeless initial Universe into a 

movement of objects spreading in space and time.
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